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 CCCXIX.-GOLD COAST BOTANICAL STATION.

 The interesting Botanical Station established under the auspices of
 Sir W'. Brandford Griffith, K.C.M.G., at Aburi on the Gold Coast has
 already been noticed (Kew Bulletin, 1891, p. 169; 1892, pp. 14 and
 297).

 In the present note, embracing communications received at Kew from
 the Secretary of State for the Colonies, only the indirect results of the
 Station are discussed. These have, however, so important a bearing
 upon the health and well-being of Europeans on the West Coast of
 Africa that they deserve to be more widely known.

 COLONIAL OFFICE to ROYAL GARDENS, KEW.

 SIn, Downing Street, 9th June, 1893.
 I Am directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to

 transmit to you for your information, the enclosed copy of a despatch
 from the Gold Coast Colony regarding the excellent condition and
 beneficial effects of the Sanatarium at Aburi.

 I am, &c.
 (Signed) R. 1H. MEIADE.

 The Director, Royal Gardens, Kew.

 Government House, Aburi Hills Station,
 MY LonID, April 28, 1893.

 ABOUT the middle of March, Dr. Easmon, the Acting Chief
 Medical Officer, whose health had become somewhat impaired by over-
 work, r4quested my permission to come to this Station to recruit. He
 remained for a fortnight, and on his return to Acera addressed a letter
 to the Colonial Secretary, copy of which I have the honour to transmit
 herewith, as it will afford your Lordship some idea of the salubrity of
 this Hill Station and of the change which has taken place at Aburi
 since 1890, with regard to which ])r. Easmon expresses himself in such
 rapturous terms.

 2. Ten days after my return from England in February 1890, I came
 to this Station to reside for six weeks with the object of starting the
 new Botanical Station, having brought with me from Monrovia, where
 my steamer stopped, a dozen intelligent English-speaking Liberians
 who had been accustomed to the planting and treatment of coffee trees.
 I also employed about 30 men and utilised my Hausa escort, and in
 this way I had seven acres of land cleared of forest trees, and of the
 undergrowth of smaller ones and scrub, in three weeks, grubbing up
 the roots on a few acres and having them prepared for planting. The
 land originally cleared around the house was only one acre.

 3. Mr. Crowther, the Curator, arrived on the 16th of March. On
 the 23rd I handed over the Station to him, and he commenced to clear
 the remaining 19 acres of land. Subsequently 16 acres were purchased.
 Mr. Crowther set to work to clear these, and at present most of the
 cleared ground has been planted with coffee trees, grown from seed
 imported from Liberia, which are growing with extraordinary luxuriance
 and vigour while many of them are already producing berries. Other
 portions are planted with a very superior description of coffee, plants of
 which were brought from Jamaica and Santa Cruz in the West Indies
 a great many years ago, the berries yielding a delicious beverage, and in
 cocoa, from beans procured from Trinidad and Fernando Po. Both
 the native Coffee and Cocoa are already bearing, and in this regard it is
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 worthy of remark in what a short time coffee and cocoa begin to give
 a return in this Colony. In two years and a half after planting many
 of the trees commence blossoming and in due season yield an abundance
 of produce. Part of the land is devoted to growing fruit and vegetables,
 and the cleared unused portions are being gradually planted up with
 coffee and cocoa, seedlings remaining in excess of the quantities grown
 for sale and unapplied for, although large quantities have been sold
 to the public. The Station is partly surrounded by 300 young
 cocoanut trees which are growing vigorously, and by about an equal
 number of the Royal Palm, (Oreodoxa regia) a magnificent tree, seeds
 of which were imported from the West Indies.

 4. The result of clearing the land of all valueless or unimportant
 forest trees and of the undergrowth has been not only to increase the
 ventilation of the station, but to make it distinctly cooler and healthier,
 whilst affording, by the removal of obstructing trees, a view of the coast
 line from Pram Pram to the lagoon West of Accra, the buildings of
 which are visible without the aid of glasses, with which steamers can be
 seen when at anchor in the roadstead or passing on. The entire land of
 the station is well laid out and intersected by excellent pathways and
 roads, whilst the portion immediately surrounding the house presents the
 appearance of a well-kept English garden.

 5. I speak from experience of what I have seen of officers when they
 have left Accra for Aburi, and on their return to headquarters, when I
 state there can be no doubt that an invalid or anyone in reduced health
 coming to Aburi and remaining for a few weeks picks up marvellously
 in health, and presents the appearance of a person fresh from England.

 6. The repairs to the house have not yet been completed owing to the
 difficulty of getting native timber for the purpose in the neighbourhood,
 a difficulty which, I hope, will soon be overcome, as there is discomfort
 in occupying some of the rooms, the floors and ceilings of which require
 to be put in good order.

 I have, &c.
 (Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH,

 The Most Honourable, Governor.
 the Marquess of Ripon, K.G.

 COPY Of a LETTER from the ACTING CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER to the
 CoLoNIALr SECRETARY, dated 3rd April 1893.

 SIt,
 I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of HIs Excel-

 lency the Governor, my return to Accra from the Sanatarium at Aburi
 at 5.30 a.m. this day after a fortnight's absence for the benefit of my
 health.

 I think it is only fair to record my grateful experience of the improve-
 ment in my health induced by the change, and I do this all the more to
 emphasise the fact which several years ago I observed and reported, viz.:
 the very great usefulness of the Aburi Sanatarium. I have within the
 last 10 years sent several patients to this sanatarium, official and unofficial,
 and in almost every instance the benefit derived has been most satisfac-
 tory.

 The Aburi of to-day, however, is quite a different place from the Aburi
 of 10 years ago. It was a dreary enough place for an invalid to find him-
 self in, almost hemmed in by bush, and often without a companion to
 solace him. Now the telephone places the patient in communication
 with his medical adviser at Accra; he is received on his arrival at Aburi
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 by the courteous and sympathetic curator, Mr. Crowther, whose healthy
 appearance and genial welcome suffice to re-assure him that improve-
 ment in his health will soon be accomplished, whilst on every side the
 eye feasts on the charms of a scientifically laid out and cultivated garden
 such as can be seen nowhere else in the Colony; here, a noble avenue
 of stately orange trees, the delicate aroma of whose blossoms perfumes
 the air; there, avenue of graceful spondias nodding their leaf-laden
 branches to the bracing breezes that sweep from over the Akim hills.
 These, intersected by floral walks and avenues of citrons and oranges,
 the interspaces thus formed being occupied, here with cacao plants, there
 with native coffee plants, and elsewhere with Liberian coffee trees; while
 just in front of the house, neatly arranged rows of beds are covered with
 flowers of all varieties and shades of colour. The whole thing is so
 different from what obtains in Accra : the great elevation above the sea,
 the soft, cool, refreshing breezes, the nights of profound sleep and rest.
 These are the claims of Aburi as a sanatarium, and only those who have
 suffered from the sleeplessness of the surf-bound coast towns can realise
 at its fullest worth the importance of the last of these.

 The invalid furniture recently supplied is, indeed, a great boon to the
 invalids, and is money well spent. The crockery, cutlery, and kitchen
 utensils and table and bed linen require some attention.

 I think I ought to add that during my visit there were at least six
 invalids resident in the Basal Mission Sanatarium, five Germans, and one
 an Englishman. And in the town there were several natives of Accra,
 some of them my private patients, who were recruiting their health
 at the station. In addition, three European and several native officials
 and many other private individuals went up for the Easter holidays, an
 event quite unprecedented in the annals of Aburi.

 In conclusion, I beg to record my grateful appreciation of the unre-
 mitting and thoughtful kindness of Mr. Crowther to myself and the other
 invalids at the sanatarium.

 I have, &c.
 (Signed) J. FARRELL EASMON,

 Acting Chief Medical Officer.

 CCCXX.-HORTICULTURE IN BELGIUM.

 With the permission of the First Commissioner of Her Majesty's Works
 and Public Buildings, the Curator of the Royal Gardens, Mr. George
 Nicholson, A.L.S., was sent to Belgium for the purpose of attending
 the Thirteenth International Quinquennial Horticultural Exhibition at
 Ghent (April 16-23) and of visiting the more important horticultural
 establishments. The following notes give his impressions of the present
 position of gardening enterprise in Belgium :-

 Belgium is a great horticultural country, and Ghent itself one of the
 busiest and most important centres of gardening on the continent.
 Nurseries, many of them of very considerable extent, exist by the
 hundred in its immediate neighbourhood. Owing to various causes,
 cheap glass, cheap labour, &c., many plants are grown for trade pur-
 poses on an enormous scale and exported to other European countries at
 a less price than they could be grown by the persons who import them.
 Azaleas are a case in point. That splendid specimens of Azaleas can be
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